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Upcoming Events: 
• Sept. 17: Southworth’s Bocce Party 

• Sept. 15-18: British Invasion, Stowe, VT 

• Sept. 17-19: Hemmings Car Show 

• Remaining 2005 Calendar, see page 4 

September, 2005 

 

news 
The newsletter of The NY/Conn Chapter of The New England MG ‘T’ Register 

Be at Southworth’s on the 17th 
 and see the 1st Place TF of  

GOF Mk 79 
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NY/Conn Website: http://nyconn.org 

Andrea Fanelli 
Membership 
Treasurer 
356 E. Grassy Sprain Road 
Yonkers, NY 10710 
914-961-7105 

membership@nyconn.org 

Charley Robinson 
Managing Director 
Editor (Newsletter) 
10 Bradley Lane 
Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
203-270-1244 

director@nyconn.org 

Jan Hurd 
Photo Archive 
11 Partridge Drive 
Ridgefield, CT  06877 
(203) 438-2796 
photos@nyconn.org 

Ed Flax 
Webmaster 
5 Oxford Court 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 
(609) 275-8690 
webmaster@nyconn.org 

Membership Renewal 
All memberships expire at the end of November. Send a check made payable to 
Andrea Fanelli or cash. (See her address above). All NY/Conn members should 
also be current members of The New England MG ‘T’ Register, PO Box 1957, Cary, 
NC 27512-1957; 919-851-3030; fax: 919-858-0386, email: athomas990@aol.com, 
or on the web at http://www.nemgt.org. 

British Marque Car 
Club News 

As a participating club, 
NY/Conn members are 
entitled to a discount on 
subscriptions to the British 
Marque monthly newspaper; 
$12 instead of the usual 
$20.  The marque features 
news and events from more 
than 100 British car clubs 
and is published 11 times a 
year. Check them out online 
at www.britishmarque.com 
or subscribe today. 
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G et a picture of 
your MG (or 

spouse, grandchild, dog, 
whatever) woven directly 
into this 54" x 69" 100% 
cotton fringed edge throw 
for just $112.50 (with addi-
tional savings if you order 
multiple copies of the same 
image). All NYConn Chap-
ter members are eligible 
for a mimimum 25% dis-
count off the already dis-
counted price of this jacquard woven 
product.   
     The manufacturer uses 256 colors 
to recreate your favorite image in full 
color to create a truly unique gift item. 
This throw is actually woven from the 
image provided and not screen printed 
so the image cannot wash off. 
      For best results you’ll need a clear 
close up photo with good contrast. 
Regular photos or digital (high resolu-
tion) will both work.  Photographs can 
be sent through the U.S. Postal Service 
or, if in a digital format, uploaded to 

their server at the completion of the 
order process or e-mailed to or-
ders@blanketworx.com.  If mailing you 
should use a photo mailer to ensure 
proper care of the photograph during 
transit. Photos will be returned with 
the blanket. Delivery is 4 weeks.   
      The following link will take you to 
the website for ordering and to take 
advantage of the NY/Conn discount: 
http://www.blanketworx.com/scripts/
prodview.asp?idProduct=54  

     You can also contact them by 
phone at 908.322.8444 or by e-mail at 

orders@blanketworx.com 
if you have any questions 
or need any additional 
information. 

More Gear For Cool Weather 

Through special arrangement 
members and friends of the 
NYConn Chapter of the New 
England MG T-Register are 
eligible for a minimum 25% 
discount off the already dis-
counted price of the popular 
Prestige Full Color Throw. 
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W ith apologies to our south-
ern and western members, 

we have scheduled our annual holiday 
get-together even further away than 
last year’s dinner. This year, however, 
we will be having a Sunday brunch, 
starting at 11:00AM, which will enable 
far-flung members to travel during 
daylight hours. Hopefully this makes 
the additional travel less burdensome 
and will enable all to get to our gather-
ing.  
     We will be going to the Stony Hill 
Inn, 46 Stony Hill Road (US Route 6), 
Bethel, CT 06801. you can check them 
out on the web at 
www.stonyhillinn.com. I’ve tried them 
out on three different occasions and 
found the food to be very good each 
time. Although it is served buffet style, 
there is a large selection and we had 
no quality complaints about any of it. 
The prices are reasonable and the 
accommodations for our group will be 
excellent with our own spacious pri-
vate room and plenty of tables. 
    We checked out several other loca-
tions, including any that were sug-
gested by our members but none of 
these worked out for one reason or 
another. The biggest problem we ran 
into was one of price. We were trying 
to keep the cost of the dinner in the 
$30-$35 range which eliminated most 
of the alternatives. Other considera-
tions were room size. As we experi-
enced last year, even great food can’t 
make up for a small cramped space. 
   We’ll continue to look for a more 
centrally located alternative for 2006 
and your suggestions will be appreci-
ated. Unless, of course, everyone falls 

NY/Conn Holiday Brunch 
in love with the Stony Hill Inn and 
wants to come back here next year.  

 

The Sunday Brunch Features: 

 

Carving station with 

 Roast Turkey & 

 Virginia Ham 

Smoked Salmon 

Omelets Made to Order 

Belgian Waffles 

Salad Bar 

Freshly Baked Bagels & Croissaints 

Venetian Dessert Table 

A Choice Variety of Chef’s Specialties, 
including: 

PastaBeef 

Chicken 

Vegetable Entrees 
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FIRST ANNUAL FRED KIRK MEMORIAL BOCCE CUP 

Bocce! 
O ver 

the 
years bocce has 
become synony-
mous with Fred 
Kirk. Whenever I 
play the game, or 
even see it being 
played, I’m im-
mediately re-
minded of the kind, caring and sharing man who for 
years was the late-summer host of what became a 
staple on the NY/Conn entertainment calendar. And 
so it is only appropriate that we continue that tradi-
tion in his honor. 

 
For the last few years, Tuck & Lin Southworth 

have alternated hosting this affair with Fred & Ann 
Kirk. And again, most appropriately, it is once again 
their turn to be our hosts. Staying true to tradition, 
we will also be using Fred’s bocce ball set so no one’s 
game should be thrown off by a change in equipment. 

 
Plan on joining Tuck & Lin and the rest of the NY/

Conn family for a great day of fun on the green as we 
vie to see who can get closest to the pauli. And don’t 
forget the other sports at which we all excel—eating, 
drinking and socializing. Tuck and Lin are supplying deli 
sandwiches and drinks (wine, beer and sodas). Please 
let them know if you are bringing a salad or dessert. 

 
While, once again I’ve not given you much time, 

please RSVP by Wednesday Sept. 14th if you are com-
ing and what you will be able to bring. See you there! 

Phone, mail or email: 

tsouth-

worth70@hotmail.com 

By 

Wednesday, 

Sept. 14th 

(203) 544-8188-

Home 

(203) 216-1553-Cell 

12:00 Noon to 4:00PM 

Southworth’s 

26 Mountain Road 

Wilton, CT  06897 

 

Saturday, 

September 17th 

Rain or Shine 



August 2004 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Schedule of Events (NY/Conn events in bold) 
September 
15th -18th Stowe, VT—15th British Invasion. One of the biggest and best British 
car shows in the Northeast. Details at www.britishinvasion.com 
17th  Wilton, CT—NY/Conn Event Bocce at Southworth’s, 26 
Mountain Road, Wilton, CT  06897; (203) 544-8188; tsouth-
worth70@hotmail.com. Rain or Shine! 

17th -19th Bennington, VT—Hemmings Car Show 
18th Southbury, CT—Car Show & Swap Meet at the Southbury Training 
School, Rt. 172, So. Britain Road, Southbury, CT. 
24th Bel Air, MD—26th Annual MGs On The Rocks, Rocks State Park, Bel 
Air, MD. Bring a picnic basket or food & refreshments will be available for pur-
chase. Entertainment and music provided all day. Family event, but NO pets. 
Featuring one of the largest British ”For Sale” areas you’ll find. Three awards per 
class, dash plaques. 

25th Litchfield, CT—Jaguar Club Purr-Inn, Litchfield Inn 

25th Simsbury, CT—Simsbury Fly-In, Simsbury International Airport 
26th Brookline, MA—Transporterfest/VW Day, Larz Anderson Museum of 
Transportation 

28th -10/2 Carlisle, PA—Fall Carlisle, http://www.carsatcarlisle.com 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

September 2005 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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In an effort to be prepared for as many 
different situations as possible, I con-
tinue to work on my travel tool kit. In 
addition to the items suggested by Len 
on page 11, I’ve added the following. 
Any additional suggestions will be ap-
preciated. 

• Cell phone: Perhaps the most 
useful item. You can keep in touch 
with fellow travelers, arrange 
stops & meeting places, call for a 
tow truck, or even dial “911” - 
assuming you’re not in a dead 
zone. 

• Flashlight: (and spare batteries) 
Even in the daytime, a flashlight 
can come in handy when working 
under the hood or under the car. 

• Workshop manual: You should 
also carry the NEMGTR Restora-
tion handbook and catalogs from 
Moss and Abingdon Spares. I pack 
mine in plastic bags so they don’t 
get wet when the rain comes in. 

• Accident and insurance infor-
mation: I also keep these, along 
with my registration, in a plastic 
bag in the door pocket. 

• Can of tire sealant: Might get 
you going in a situation where it is 
too dangerous or sloppy to 
change a tire. Or if your luggage 
rack is loaded with a couple hun-
dred pounds of boat furnishings 
making access to the spare almost 
impossible. 

• Flares or warning triangle: 
Hopefully, these will keep you 
from getting run over or hit while 

on the side of the road. A triangle 
doesn’t burn out, but is not as 
noticeable at night. Both is best. 

• Rags: Rags or paper towels will 
clean hands & wipe up spilled 
fluids and a plastic bag for the 
dirty ones afterwards. 

• Jack and tire iron: 

• Gloves: Insulated mechanics 
gloves will let you get to work 
with less concern for hot engines, 
tail pipes, mufflers, etc. Plastic 
gloves can keep your hands clean. 

• Extra oil and coolant: And 
Marvel Mystery Oil if you use a 
top-end oiler. 

• Blanket: Who drives an MG 
without one—not anybody I 
know that travels with their wife. 

• Spare fan belt: You know 
you’re not going to find what you 
need at Pep Boys. Supercharger 
belts, if you have one, wouldn’t be 
a bad idea either. 

• Carburetor gaskets and seals: 
When the gas starts to flow out 
the bottom of your carbs, it 
would be handy to have a spare 
set of the gaskets, seals and 
springs required to effect a repair. 
It will significantly increase your 
gas mileage and reduce your 
chances of an engine fire rather 
than limping home with that leaky 
carb. 

• Fire extinguisher: See above. 
Could save your car from total 
extinction. 

Have Tools (& Spares); Will Travel 



I f your vacuum turn signal switch 
won’t hold a delay anymore, 

there are a couple of things you 
can try before tearing it apart. 
First, of course, is to turn in the 
small screw in the back of the 
switch. If you’ve already maxed out 
this adjustment, try removing the 

screw completely and then stuffing 
a little cotton from a cotton ball or 
the end of a Q-Tip into the hole 
and then reinserting the screw. 
The amount of cotton you stuff in 
there should affect how long the 
switch stays on. If not, time to tear 
it apart. More on that later. 

Increasing Turn Signal Delay 
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Tonneau Tips For Cool Weather 

T here’s nothing like driving a 
‘T’ car to let you know when 

the seasons are changing. The cool 
wind blows over the cut-away 
doors, wraps around your back and 
ices your kidneys to make it feel 
like its 20° colder than it actually 
is. Other than layering on more 
clothes, there is something you can 
do to significantly extend your cool 
season driving and make leaf-
pepping more fun. 

Adding a couple of zippers to your ton-
neau, as shown in the photos, will help 
keep autumn's frosty winds at bay and 
increase both your and your passenger’s 
comfort. I’m sure the old timers in the 

club are familiar with this trick, I learned 
it from Dave Raymond. If you haven’t 
tried it yet, I’d highly recommend it. 
When traveling solo, you leave the pas-
senger side covered and then, after en-

tering the car, simply snap the side 
flap back in place to close off that 
cut-away door. With a little heat 
generated by the engine, this setup 
can even get toasty warm. With a 
passenger, you don’t trap as much 
engine heat, but the flaps still keep 
most of the wind off your lower back 
and make for a much more comfort-
able ride. 

...and warm 

Schedule of Events (Continued) 

October 

1st Block Island, RI—Block Island Antique Car & Harvest Festival.  

8th -9th Hershey, PA— 
8th -10th Cape Cod, MA—British Legends Car Show, 
www.capecodbritishcarclub.org 
16th Strassburg, NY—18th Annual Gathering of the Old Cars 
sponsored by Red Hook Car Club (Joe Doyle). Admission is free. Bring 
a picnic lunch or buy burgers, dogs, fries, etc. at vendor carts. Held at 
the Mills Mansion, just off Route 9 in Strassburg, NY (just below 
Rhinebeck and above Hyde Park). ALL kinds of antique cars show up 
and are usually grouped by make. There can be any thing from brass 
era cars, Model T Fords, cars from the 20's, 30's, 40's and up. In the 
early afternoon there are some fun games like a cranking contest 
(mostly a Model T thing), blindfolded driver with the passenger guid-
ing orally around a coned course, horn blowing contest usually judged 
by the kids, a backing up contest and a few others. It is just a fun day 
with about (my guess) 250 cars. Francis Tuoti will be the club coordi-
nator and, hopefully, will get a space designated for MGs. We’ll leave 
Francis’s house at about 8:30 with a meeting place setup along the 
way. Francis usually leaves at about 2:30 to return. If we get  6-7 cars 
we’ll have our own space. Let Francis know ASAP if you plan to go! 

16th CT—CT MG Club, 2nd Annual Connecticut Food Bank Charity Run 
22nd Hyde park, NY—NY/Conn’s Culture in the Country - Lunch 
at the Culinary Institure of America’s (CIA) American Bounty Restau-
rant.  The wealth and diversity of America's cultural heritage is 
brought to life by the imaginative cuisine of this student-staffed res-
taurant in Roth Hall. A recipient of the prestigious Ivy Award, the 
Bounty features regional specialties prepared with ingredients har-
vested from the riches of the Hudson River Valley. "This cooking 
school restaurant gets an A+" enthuses the Zagat Survey, which also 
founded "perfectly presented, excellent food."  Dress Code: Business 
or country club casual (collared shirt and dress or Dockers®-style 
slacks) attire is preferred. No jeans, sneakers, or sandals please. 

 

December 
4th NY/Conn Christmas Brunch—Bethel, CT. For something 
completely different, we’re going to have a Sunday buffet brunch 
starting at 11:00AM at the Stony Hill Inn on Route 6 in Bethel, CT 
(Exit 8 off I-84). Details to follow. 
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Page 6 

Directions To Southworth’s 
From Rte. 95: Take 
Exit 15 and follow Rte. 7 
N to Mountain Road W 
in Georgetown. South-
worth’s is up the hill, on 
the right. 

From the Merritt 
Pkwy: Take Exit 39B and 
follow Rte. 7 N to Moun-
tain Road W in George-
town. Southworth’s is up 
the hill, on the right. 

From Rte. 84: Take 
Exit 3 follow Rte. 7 S to 
Mountain Road W in 
Georgetown. South-
worth’s is up the hill, on 
the right. 

Rte. 7  

26 Mountain Rd. 

M arty Habeck gave me his stock of MG TD parts.  Some of the parts 
such as body metal (cowl, doors, gas tanks) and steering rack assem-

bly are things that we never hope to need but others are spares.  I have a com-
plete generator, tach box, coil and small parts (nuts and bolts, points 
etc)  which I will carry for NY/Conn use.   All big parts are available to NY/
Conn members gratis on an “as needed” basis.  I will check everything for op-
eration and carry what I can but may need some storage help for trips to GOF's 
etc. For parts availability, contact Jan Hurd directly (see inside front cover for 
contact info). 

MG-TD Parts Available 
By Jan Hurd 
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S everal of 
of us 

have ordered 
white polo shirts 
with an embroi-
dered NY/Conn 
logo from Fourth 
Gear Ltd. If you 
would like to get 
one, or order any 
of their other 
varied products, 
check them out 
on the web at 
www.fourth-gear-ltd.com or call their toll free number (1-877-221-
7837) for more information.  

Club Regalia 

Part of the NY/Conn crew in their Fourth Gear shirts at GOF 79 

I n response to my recent request 
for a list of what we should carry in 

our cars, Len Fanelli suggests the fol-
lowing spare parts & supplies that eve-
ryone should carry. What would you 
like to add? 

• Rubber core plugs (XPAG en-
gine): 1 – 35mm (1 3/8” will work) 
& 1 – 48mm (1 7/8” is really too 
small) 

• Silicone rubber gasket maker 
(brand name: The Right Stuff) 

• A&B epoxy 

• Electrical tape 

• Jumper wires with alligator clips 
(14 gauge wire, 3’ long) 

• 12-volt test light 

• Knife 

• Fuses 

• Emery paper (or small file) for fuel 
pump points & ignition points 

• Small width feeler blade for points 

• Tire pressure gauge 

• Jumper cables for jump starting a 
car 

Do You Have These Spares In Your Car? 
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 Culture In The Country XII 

PLANS CHANGED? 
 MAKE YOUR SPOT AVAILABLE TO WAITING LIST 

11:30AM 
Saturday, 
Oct. 22 
Rain or 
shine 

T he response for the CIA luncheon has been good, perhaps a little 
too good as we now have a waiting list of 8. If you’re plans have 

changed and you can no longer make it, please let Judy know as soon 
as you can. She will make arrangements to give you a refund of your 
deposit and make your spot available to the next person on the list. 
Don’t forget, you’ve only paid a deposit, you’ll pay the balance of your 
lunch bill at the restaurant based on what you order. 

If you want to cancel, 
please let Judy know ASAP! 

 

Check to: 
Judy Johnson 
75A Heritage Hills 
Sommers, NY  10589 

(914) 277-5480—Home 
(914) 277-4571—Work 
(914) 844-7199—Cell 

T he wealth and diversity of Amer-
ica's cultural heritage is brought 

to life by the imaginative cuisine of 
this student-staffed restaurant in 
Roth Hall. A recipient of the prestig-
ious Ivy Award, the Bounty features 
regional specialties prepared with 
ingredients harvested from the riches 
of the Hudson River Valley. "This 
cooking school restaurant gets an 
A+" enthuses the Zagat Survey, which 
also found it "perfectly presented, 
excellent food." 

Dress Code: Business or country 
club casual (collared shirt and 
dress or Dockers®-style slacks) 
attire is preferred. No jeans, 
sneakers, or sandals please. 

The CIA was honored twice in the 
2003 Best of the Hudson Valley poll of 
Hudson Valley magazine readers. 

Check it out at: http://
www.culinaryschools.com/
schools/249.html 

American Bounty Restaurant 

Waiting 
List 
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Marty Habeck— 
     I got a phone call from Marty re-
cently. He is living with his son in 
South Carolina and wanted to thank 
the  NY/Conn folks for their thought-
fulness after the passing of Ginny. He 
sounded good, considering, but misses 
Ginny terribly. If you would like to 
send a card, his address is 906 Wood-
mere Court, North Myrtle Beach 
29582. 
 
Rita Houser— 

Dave & Rita joined us at GOF Mk 
79 in Sturbridge, MA. As their activity 
level and appearance suggests, they are 
doing great. They seem to have at-
tended just about every MG event in 
the Eastern US and aren’t afraid to 
travel far and wide to do so. Now 
that’s what I call living the good life. 

 
Dick Knudson— 

I was remiss in getting and update 
on Dick’s condition after his after er-
ratic heartbeat landed him in the hospi-
tal this past February, I did speak with 
him though and he looks and sounds 
healthy. I’ll try to get more details for a 
future issue. 

Hank Rippert— 
Hank is in the middle of a rather 

intensive physical therapy program that 
isolates the work on his right arm. 
Although I don’t think that he is ready 
to take to the highways, he was able to 
shift his MG. GOF Mk 79 featured a 
“tribute to Hank Rippert” T-shirt. A 
group photo of members wearing the 
T-shirt was taken and will be sent to 
Hank. Hopefully, with this inspiration 
and a little more therapy, Hank will 
soon be enjoying his MG on the high-
ways and byways of North Caroling 
once again. Rumor has it that Hank will 
be attending MG2006 in Gatlinburg, 
TN. 

 
Anne Wincze— 
     Anne was up and quite mobile after 
her skiing accident last winter that left 
her with a steel “pin” that ran from her 
knee to her ankle. She is looking for-
ward to another season on the slopes, 
but may have to have the screws in her  
ankle removed if the pressure from 
her ski boots causes too much discom-
fort. 

Health Beat—How ya doin’? 

Although I’ve always sworn by PB 
Blaster to loosen thoroughly rusted 
nuts and bolts, Glenn Markam, in a 
recent issues of the British Marque has 
found something that works amazingly 
well. It is Heat Valve Lubricant, a Gen-
eral Motors vehicle care product (part 
#1052627). It also goes by the name of 
Rust Penetrant and Inhibitor, Heat 

Valve Lubricant and is available from 
GM dealers. If they don’t have it, ask 
them to order it for you. Glenn guaran-
tees this stuff will free almost any 
rusted part , most 
in a matter of min-
utes, although 
some will require a 
longer soaking. 

Freeing Rusted Parts 



Page 8 

GOF Mk 79, Sturbridge, MA 

Quabbin Reservoir, Ware & Belchertown, MA 

Vapor lock? Stuck float valve? Who 
knows, but it was the only time all 
weekend that I had a problem. Thanks 
to Bill & Eric, from Va., who stopped to 
lend a hand! 

Friday’s tour . . . MGs as far as you could see  

. . . What a beautiful sight! 
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It doesn’t hardly get any better than this! 

Quabbin Reservoir, Ware & Belchertown, MA 

Is this why these cars are 
all lined up? 


